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CHARGE or THE HONOURABLE- JUSTICE 
DAY TO THE GRAND JURY OF THE 
CITY ASD COUNTY OF DUBLIX, AT 
THE OPENING OF MICHAELMAS TEBM. 

Gentkme a of both Grand Juries, 

I do not ieel myself called upon, by 
any fact or circumstance, at present, to 
my knowledge, existing within your cog- 
nizance, to trespass at any length upon 
your attention. In the discharge of this, 
my peculiar duty, in the Court of King's 
Bench, 1 have had the grateful task, tor 
some years, of observing to the Grand 
Juries, and drawing the attention of the 
public to the gradual decrease of offences 
in the City and County of Dublin. That 
gratifying observation I am happy to be 
able this day to repeat The late com- 
mission of Oyer and Terminer, at which 
I happened to be one of the presiding 
Judges, furnished occupation but for two 
short days, and the cases tried were of 
offences of ordinary quality ; offences 
only of peaceful times, and of no deep 
enormity. It is true, much of the crimi- 
nal business of these bailiwicks, particu- 
larly of the lighter kind, is despatched by 
two excellent and able Judges, the Re- 
corder of the city, and Chairman of the 
County. Bat I take not my impression 
of you- civil state merely from the falla- 
cious criterion of calendars, crown books, 
and the untenanted state of your criminal 
prisons, but also from the reports of your 
sheriffs and magistrates, all concurrently 
vouching that t/ie most settled tranquillity, 
*nd an unusual security of persons and pro- 
perty {considering our great population) 
prevail througli both t/iese distri.-ts. This, 
gentlemen, is the proud fact ; and the more 
to, if we compare our condition with t/ut 
of London, the seat and heart of the em- 
pire, where the lifc-blocd of the late must be 
supposed to circulate with tliorc activity and 
energy, and where, if tlie population be in 
the proportion of o to I, the felonies com- 
mitted, and the consequent capitnl punish- 
ments, are, upon a moderate calculation, as 
50 to 1 , compared with those of Dalitiu. I 
say not this in disparagement of I^ondon 
or of its police, which I know to bo admi- 
rable and most efficiently constructed, 
but as a just ground of cordial congratu- 
lation ; furnishing powerful evidence of the 
increased spirit of subordination, of the im- 
proving ItMts and manners of the lower 
classes of this great city and comity, as well 
as most honourable testimony to the emi- 
nent services of our police establishment, 
to whose unwearied vigilance and exer- 



tions we are ni inly indebted for the re 
formed state of our metropolis, anil, in- 
deed, to the good conduct of all your i-esi- 
dent magistrates. I have not a doubt that 
that the same pur. 1 , intelligent, and im- 
partial administration of justice, and the, 
same strict and vigorous execution of the 
criminal h(vs, without regard to religions 
sect or lo'-nl puli'.ics, in every other coun- 
ty, would produce the same effect as in 
Dublin, would soon redeem the national 
character, and restore peace and good or- 
der to every part of Ireland. 

Gentlemen, you are aware that this is 
a presenting term, and that it will be your 
duty to provide, by the taxation of' the 
landholders, tor the necessary repair of 
your roads and bridges, and tor the sev- 
eral establishments specified in your res- 
pective local acts. This high trust which 
had originally been vested in the magis- 
tracy of both kingdoms, and that only to 
a very limited amount, and which con- 
tinues to tins day to be exercised in Eng- 
land, has, by a series of Irish statutes, 
been transferred, first concurrently with 
the Magistrates, but exclusively at last, 
to our Grand Juries of assize ; by them 
to be exercised without stint or limitation, 
eont routed only by a boundless and insatiable 
discretion, locked up in close divan, and 
working, consequently, behitid tlte backs if 
t)te persons to be burdened by the tax. Whe- 
ther such transfer were wise or not, a 
transfer to an evanescent irresponsible body, 
acting upon a subject of general and mo- 
mentous concern, within the recesses of 
their own chamber, amidst the hurry and 
crowded duties of the assizes, and that 
from a purified Bench of Magistrates, open, 
ly, and at full leisure, deliberating in ses- 
sion, confronted by the presence of the Itniil- 
ltoldcrs, and tile very publicity of their pro- 
ceedings, and responsible to the ruurt of 
King's Bench for the pure and conscien- 
tious discharge of their several duties : 
this, gentlemen, is a question for the !e- 

fislature, and with which we, in our ju- 
icial capacity, have nothing to do. liut 
this, it may be permitted to observe, as 
an indisputable aikl acknowledged truth, 
that as long as those two great fuiuti.us, the 
t/te criminal and iiit.un.cial, shall be eimimrf 
and administered by one and tU sarns body, 
tltey will be,, found always to eiubarrat and 
impede each other. Instead of a personal 
and deliberate cxa-nination of the witness- 
es for the cronfu, the Grand juries,, vt 
their hurry U Hie mire grateful tusk of tax- 
ation, slur over and despatch the indict- 
ments, for the most part, upon secondary 
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and illegal evidence, upon informations ; 
whilst the remainder of the assizes is in- 
variably found to be too contracted and 
scanty, for sufficiently considering the im- 
mense and disgusting mass of demand vjion 
the fanners and agriculturists if each coun- 
ty, llciice it happens, that both duties 
ere most imperfectly executed. In the 
criminal department, a great majority are 
acquitted, even upon the evidence for the 
crown, to the great encouragement of 
offences, and the heavy expense of the 
county, and in the financial, very heavy 
and oppressive burdens are imposed, with- 
out the possibility of a just and discrimi- 
nating selection, and with a rapidity much 
to be lamented, but unavoidable. Happily, 
gentlemen, such is not your case. Ill 
your bailiwicks, those two duties, each mo- 
mentous in itself, regarding the litis, 
liberty, and property of the subject, are 
most wisely separated, and committed to 
two distinct jurisdictions ; the criminal 
function, in general, to the Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer, and (Quarter Sessions, 
the financial, to you, gentlemen, the 
Term Grand Juries, exclusively ; each 
possessing abundant time for that due 
and deliberate consideration which such 
important ana precious concerns demand. 
In the exercise of this grefet trust, it 
is surely needless for me to press upon 
you at this time, the indispensable ne- 
cessity for the strictest moderation, and 
the most, self-denying forbearance, At 
this time of liilleri markets, and the de- 
pressed price of cattle, and all agricultu- 
ral produce ; at a time when the tenant, 
by his utmost industry and exertion, can 
hardly pay his rent, and every liberal 
landlord is making substantial abatements 
in all recent lettmgs ; at such a critical 
period, it behoves the Grand Juries also 
to abate of their usual demands, to spare 
the struggling farmer, and to load him 
only for works of absolute necessity. The 
great main roads and foot paths to the 
capital, I admit, should ever be main- 
tained in the highest state of repair. That, 
I tale, to be a sound axiom of true econo- 
my ; and it is of the uinipst moment to 
the farmer and landholder, who alone 
pay the tax, that they should, at all times 
and seasons, find the avenues to this 
great voracious market as open and free 
for them and their commodities, as may 
be. But all new rolds and bridges, ail 
those new lines, whereby ingenious gen- 
tlemen would save a quarter of a mile in 



ten or twelve, or, perhaps, avoid a mole- 
hill, at an expense of only three or four 
thousand pounds, and without which, 
we, and our predecessors, have hitherto 
contrived to work on comfortably enough ; 
all such fanciful noveities and fine specu- 
lations, I, for one, at this period of ag- 
ricultural embarrasmeiit, do most stren- 
uously deprecate. Let them be abandon- 
ed altogether, or, at least, suspended lor 
better times. 

Allow me, before I conclude, to make 
my annual appeal to you, in behalf of 
such prisoners as the legislature hath com- 
mitted to your protection. You will, in 
discharge of one of your prime and most 
imperative dutias, visit the gaols of your 
respective districts, you will, with your 
own eyes and ea*s, see the wants, and 
hear the grievances of the prisoners, and 
you will, with your usual liberality, pro- 
Vide for those wants, and redress those 
sufferings, to enable the most unfortu- 
nate of our fellow-creatures to meet the 
rigors of the commencing winter. 



/BELFAST LITEKAaV S0C11TT. 

The fourteenth Session of the Belfast Li- 
terary Society was opened on the 3d of 
October, with au address, as usual, from 
the President for "the year, Dr. Bruce; in 
the course of which he took- a review nf 
the transactions of the Society from its in- 
ftitutior.,Oct,1801. He proposed a modifica- 
tion of the rules, and gave an account of 
the books, antiquities, ai;d natu.aj curiosi- 
ties, belonging to the Socieiy. 

Mr. Comins delivered a discourse,. in 
which he introduced an account of a varie- 
ty of hospitals, plans of which he laid be- 
fore the Society, with a view to promote 
the erection of the intended General Hos- 
pital in this town. 

Dr. Stephenson read a paper, describing 
minutely the course of the flash of light- 
ning by which Mr. Steveuson'» horse was 
killed last summer, at Springfield, and its 
effects on the body of the animal, with the 
appearances in the sky, preceding it, on 
the 11th of July, 1814. 

Immediately before this accident, an ig- 
neous vapour, like a red hot bar of iron, ap- 
peared for many minutes in a cloud upon 
the Cave Hill, without thunder. The 
lightning struck the top of the gable of the 
building, passed down the wall, and in its 
course divided, and soon after united again, 
its course appearing by the removal of the 



